
Medium Term Planning 2026 - 2027 - Autumn Term 2026  
All Curriculum Areas - Autumn Term 2026 - Year N 

 
Week / 

Curriculum 
Area 

Personal, Social, 
Emotional 

Development  

Physical 
Development  

Communication & 
Language 

Literacy Maths  Understanding the 
World 

Expressive Arts & 
Design  

Week 1  
07.09.26 

Visit pre - schools 
Copy of children’s 
pre-school records 

Home visits 
Parent and child to 

visit nursery 
Information pack and 

questionnaire re: 
child’s milestones. 

Multi-agency meetings 
for children with SEN 

prior to start. 

 LITTLE LINK 
ASSESSMENTS 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Week 2  
14.09.26 

Nursery rules and 
expectations. 

 
Introduce silent signal, 

self registration, 
toilets, snack, teach 

children how to tidy all 
resources. 

 
Adult/child 

interactions. 
 

‘Do it nicely duck’ 
 

Jigsaw 
Who…me? 

*I understand how it 
feels to belong and 

that we are similar and 
different 

Finger gym 
 

Playdough 
 

Sand and water self 
selection 

 
Outdoor area- rules 
and expectations 

 
Sticky kids- sing and 

dance 
 
Balls - large and small 
Scooters, trikes and 

coupes 

Following instructions. 
Can select and use 
resources with help. 

 
Adult/child interaction. 
Forming relationships. 

Developing 
vocabulary. 

 
Expectations of 

tidying up as they go 
 
 

Focus Text 
I’m Staring Nursery by 

Campbell books 

Comparison 1 
More than, fewer than, 

same 
 

*Compare quantities 
using language: ‘more 

than’, ‘fewer than’. 

Take first day photos 
of the children 

Modelling how to use 
each area 

 
Welcome songs- 

Good morning, Time 
to go home 

 
Role play- Home 

corner 
 

Music- bounced into 
action 

 
Art- freepainting  

Week 3 
21.09.26 

Nursery rules and 
expectations. 

 
Revise silent signal, 

self registration, 

Finger gym 
 

Playdough 
 

Following instructions. 
Can select and use 
resources with help. 

 
Adult/child interaction. 

Focus Text 
I’m Staring Nursery by 

Campbell books 

Shape, space and 
measure 1 

Explore and build with 
shapes and objects 

 

Pictures of them as 
babies- compare to 

them now and look at 
how they have 

changed and grown 

Continue modelling 
how to use each area 
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toilets, snack, teach 

children how to tidy all 
resources. 

 
Adult/child 

interactions.  
 

‘Do it nicely duck’ 
 
 

 Jigsaw 
How am I feeling 

today? 
*I understand how 

feeling happy and sad 
can be expressed 

Sand and water self 
selection 

 
Outdoor area- rules 
and expectations 

 
Sticky kids- sing and 

dance 
 
Balls - large and small 
Scooters, trikes and 

coupes 

Forming relationships. 
Developing 
vocabulary. 

 
Expectations of 

tidying up as they go 
 

Introduce silent 
signals 

 
 

 

*Talk about and 
explore 2D and 3D 

shapes. 

 
Explore pine cones in 

the tuff tray 

Welcome songs- 
Good morning, Time 

to go home 
 

Role play- Home 
corner 

 
Music- bounced into 

action 
 

Art- create a self 
portrait  

Week 4  
28.09.26 

Nursery rules and 
expectations. 

 
Revise silent signal, 

self registration, 
toilets, snack, teach 

children how to tidy all 
resources. 

 
Adult/child 

interactions. 
 

Focus 
Snack table 

 
 

Jigsaw 
Being at Nursery 

*I can work together 
and consider other 
people’s feelings 

Finger gym 
 

Playdough 
 

Sand and water self 
selection 

 
Outdoor area- rules 
and expectations 

 
Sticky kids- sing and 

dance 
 
Balls - large and small 
Scooters, trikes and 

coupes 
 

Large basketball hoop 
and balls 

Following instructions. 
Can select and use 
resources with help. 

 
Adult/child interaction. 
Forming relationships. 

Developing 
vocabulary. 

 
Expectations of 

tidying up as they go 
 

Introduce silent 
signals 

 
Begin to sing a range 

of songs 
 

Retell stories 
 

Focus Text 
Super Duper You by 

Sophy Henn 
 

Guided drawing- draw 
a picture of 
themselves  

 
Phase one phonics- 

Kims game 

Pattern 1 
Explore repeats 

 
*Notice patterns and 

arrange things in 
patterns.  

Talk about families- 
who is in their family, 

who lives in their 
home. 

Continue modelling 
how to use each area 

 
Welcome songs- 

Good morning, Time 
to go home 

 
Role play- Home 

corner 
 

Music- bounced into 
action 

 
Art- create a repeating 

pattern 
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Week 5  
05.10.26 

Nursery rules and 
expectations. 

 
Revise silent signal, 

self registration, 
toilets, snack, teach 

children how to tidy all 
resources, and use 

the garden. 
 

Adult/child 
interactions. 

 
Focus 

Snack table  
 

Jigsaw 
Gentle hands 

*I can use gentle 
hands and understand 

that it is good to be 
kind to people  

Finger gym 
 

Playdough 
 

Sand and water self 
selection 

 
Outdoor area- rules 
and expectations 

 
Sticky kids- sing and 

dance 
Assessment- 

introduce colourful 
streamers- use large 
muscle movements 

 
Balls - large and small 
Scooters, trikes and 

coupes 
 

Large basketball hoop 
and balls 

 

Following instructions. 
Can select and use 
resources with help. 

 
Adult/child interaction. 
Forming relationships. 

Developing 
vocabulary. 

 
Expectations of 

tidying up as they go 
 

Introduce silent 
signals 

 
Begin to sing a range 

of songs 
 

Retell stories 
 

LITTLE LINK 
ASSESSMENTS 

 

Focus Text 
Who are you? by 

Smriti Halls 
 

Guided drawing- draw 
a leaf  

 
Phase one phonics- 

Noisy neighbour 
 

Counting 1 
Hear and say number 

names 
 

*Recite numbers past 
5. 

Environmental walk- 
collect leaves- listen 

to sounds in the 
environment 

 
Computing- Barefoot- 

leaf labyrinth- use 
leaves from 

environmental walk 
 

Science- Look all 
around- link to 

environmental walk 

Continue modelling 
how to use each area 

 
Welcome songs- 

Good morning, Time 
to go home 

 
Role play- Home 

corner 
 

Music- bounced into 
action 

 
Art- create a leaf man 

using leaves 
 
 

Week 6  
12.10.26 

Nursery rules and 
expectations. 

 
Revise silent signal, 

self registration, 
toilets, snack, teach 

children how to tidy all 
resources, and use 

the garden. 
 

Adult/child 
interactions. 

 
Focus 

Board games  
 

Jigsaw 
Our rights 

*I am starting to 
understand children’s 
rights and this means 

Finger gym 
 

Playdough 
 

Sand and water self 
selection 

 
Outdoor area- rules 
and expectations 

 
Sticky kids- sing and 

dance 
Assessment- 

introduce colourful 
streamers- use large 
muscle movements 

 
Balls - large and small 
Scooters, trikes and 

coupes 
 

Following instructions. 
Can select and use 
resources with help. 

 
Adult/child interaction. 
Forming relationships. 

Developing 
vocabulary. 

 
Expectations of 

tidying up as they go 
 

Introduce silent 
signals 

 
Begin to sing a range 

of songs 
 

Retell stories 
 

Focus Text 
You can by Alexandra 

Strick 
 

Guided drawing- pizza 
 

Phase one phonics- 
Fred games 

Counting 2 
Begin to order number 

names 
 

*Recite numbers past 
5. 
 

Discuss Harvest 
festival- talk about 
bread and how it is 

made- talk about how 
vegetables are grown 

 
Vegetables- examine 

in tuff tray with 
magnifying glasses- 
look at them before 

and after they are cut 
 

Adult Led Task - 
Making pizzas 

Continue modelling 
how to use each area 

 
Welcome songs- 

Good morning, Time 
to go home 

 
Role play- Home 

corner 
 

Music- bounced into 
action 

 
Art- print with 
vegetables 
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we should all be 

allowed to learn and 
play  

Large basketball hoop 
and balls 

 
Chunky chalks on the 

floor 
Large painting with 
water and paints 

LITTLE LINK 
ASSESSMENTS 

 

Week 7  
19.10.26 

Nursery rules and 
expectations. 

 
Revise silent signal, 

self registration, 
toilets, snack, teach 

children how to tidy all 
resources, and use 

the garden. 
 

Adult/child 
interactions. 

 
Focus 

Board games 
 

Jigsaw 
Our responsibilities  
*I am learning what 
being responsible 

means   

Finger gym 
 

Playdough 
 

Sand and water self 
selection 

 
Outdoor area- rules 
and expectations 

 
Sticky kids- sing and 

dance 
Assessment- 

introduce colourful 
streamers- use large 
muscle movements 

 
Balls - large and small 
Scooters, trikes and 

coupes 
 

Large basketball hoop 
and balls 

 
Chunky chalks on the 

floor 
Large painting with 
water and paints 

Following instructions. 
Can select and use 
resources with help. 

 
Adult/child interaction. 
Forming relationships. 

Developing 
vocabulary. 

 
Expectations of 

tidying up as they go 
 

Introduce silent 
signals 

 
Begin to sing a range 

of songs 
 

Retell stories 
 

LITTLE LINK 
ASSESSMENTS 

 

Focus Text 
The Smallest Girl in 
the Class by Justin 

Roberts 
 

Guided drawing- 
astronaut 

 
 Phase one phonics- 

Fred games 

Subiting 1 
I see 1, 2, 3 
 
*Develop fast 
recognition of up to 3 
objects, without 
having to count them 
individually 
(‘subitising’). 

Black History Month- 
read about Mae 
Jameson- create 
astronaut pictures 

with speech bubbles 
from the children  

Continue modelling 
how to use each area 

 
Welcome songs- 

Good morning, Time 
to go home 

 
Role play- Home 

corner 
 

Music- bounced into 
action 

 
Black History Month- 

Alma Thomas 
 

Art- recreate Alma 
Thomas art 

 
 

HALF TERM 

Week 8  
02.11.26 

Nursery rules and 
expectations. 

 
Revise silent signal, 

self registration, 
toilets, snack, teach 

children how to tidy all 

Finger gym 
 

Playdough 
 

Sand and water self 
selection 

 

Little Link 
The New Arrival 
 
*To understand and 
use describing words 
*To understand and 
use emotion words 

Focus Text 
Mog’s Birthday by 

Judith Kerr 
 

Guided drawing- 
Birthday cake 

 

Pattern 2 
Join in with repeats 

 
*Notice patterns and 

arrange things in 
patterns.  

 

Discuss Bonfire night 
 

Staying safe on 
bonfire night with 

Fireman Sam 
 

Create Firework 
pictures using 

different instruments  
 

Create Firework 
rocket pictures using 

shapes 
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resources, and use 

the garden. 
 

Adult/child 
interactions. 

 
Focus 

Introduce feelings- 
happy, sad 

 
Jigsaw 

What am I good at? 
*I know how it feels to 
be proud of something 

I am good at 

Outdoor area- begin 
to use YR Garden 

 
Large painting 

outdoors 
 

Trikes, scooters and 
coupes 

 
Assessment- 

Walking up stairs- 
environmental walk 

 
Using tools: Scissors, 

paintbrushes, 
playdough tools 

 
Daily dough disco 

 
 
 

*To understand and 
use position and 
sequence words 
*To understand and 
use action words 
*To understand and 
use negatives 
 
 
 

Phase one phonics- 
Listening game: Mrs 
Browning has a box 

 
 

Watching fireworks 
displays 

 
Wooly and Tig- 

Fireworks episode 
 

Computing- Adult led- 
Making Pumpkin 
Soup- Barefoot 

computing. 

Create Firework 
biscuits 

 
Music- Rainbow 

magic 
 

Learn Christmas 
songs 

 
Role Play- Kitchen- 

Birthday party 
 
 

Week 9  
09.11.26 

Nursery rules and 
expectations. 

 
Revise silent signal, 

self registration, 
toilets, snack, teach 

children how to tidy all 
resources, and use 

the garden. 
 

Adult/child 
interactions. 

 
Focus 

Introduce feelings- 
happy, sad 

 
Jigsaw 

I’m special, I’m me! 
*I can tell you one way 

I am special and 
unique 

Finger gym 
 

Playdough 
 

Sand and water self 
selection 

 
Outdoor area- rules 
and expectations 

 
Sticky kids- sing and 

dance 
 

Dancing with 
colourful streamers- 

use large muscle 
movements 

 
Balls - large and small 
Scooters, trikes and 

coupes 
 

Large basketball hoop 
and balls 

 

Little Link 
The New Arrival 
 
Make it stick week 
 

 

Focus Text 
Bunny’s Diwali by 

Thrity Umrigar 
 

Guided drawing- draw 
diva lamp  

 
Phase one phonics- 

Listening game: 
Describe it and find it 
(p11) using animals 

 

Shape, space and 
measure 2 

Explore position and 
space 

 
*Compare sizes, 

weights etc. using 
gesture and language 
− ‘bigger/little/smaller’, 

‘high/low’, ‘tall’, 
‘heavy’. 

*Understand position 
through words alone – 
for example, “The bag 
is under the table,” – 

with no pointing. 
 

Diwali- Let’s 
celebrate- How does 

Jessica celebrate with 
her family? 

 
Share Diwali artefacts 

 
Remembrance video- 

cbeebies 
 

Adult-led activity - 
Making a diva lamp 

 
Rangoli patterns 

 
Adult led activity- 

Make poppy biscuit 
 

Make Remembrance 
Wreath 

 
Music- Rainbow 

magic 
 

Learn Christmas 
songs 

 
Role Play- Kitchen  
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Chunky chalks on the 

floor 
Large painting with 
water and paints 

Week 10  
16.11.26 

Nursery rules and 
expectations. 

 
Revise silent signal, 

self registration, 
toilets, snack, teach 

children how to tidy all 
resources, and use 

the garden. 
 

Adult/child 
interactions. 

 
Continue to discuss 
feelings- happy, sad 

 
Jigsaw 

Families 
*I know that families 

are all different 

Finger gym 
 

Playdough 
 

Sand and water self 
selection 

 
Outdoor area- rules 
and expectations 

 
Sticky kids- sing and 

dance 
 

colourful streamers- 
use large muscle 

movements 
 
Balls - large and small 
Scooters, trikes and 

coupes 
 

Large basketball hoop 
and balls 

 
Chunky chalks on the 

floor 
 

Little Link 
Super Teddy 
 
*To understand and 
use action words 
*To understand and 
use describing words 
*To understand and 
use negatives 
*To understand and 
use emotion words 
*To understand use 
position and 
sequence words 

Focus Text 
When’s my birthday 

by Julie Fogliano 
 

Guided drawing- 
Birthday balloon 

 
Phase one phonics- 

Listening game: 
Enlivening stories P12 

(using Nursery 
Rhymes) 

 
 

Subitising 2 
Show me 1, 2, 3 

 
*Develop fast 

recognition of up to 3 
objects, without 

having to count them 
individually 

(‘subitising’).  
*Show ‘finger 

numbers’ up to 5. 

Barefoot computing- 
Feed the birds 

 
Discuss how the 

weather has changed 
and how this affects 
animals- especially 

birds 
 

Adult-led task - 
Making bird feeders 

 
Children in Need/ 
Friendship week 

Make birthday cards 
 

Music- Rainbow 
magic 

 
Learn Christmas 

songs 
 

Role Play- Kitchen- 
Birthday party 

Week 11  
23.11.26 

Nursery rules and 
expectations. 

 
Revise silent signal, 

self registration, 
toilets, snack, teach 

children how to tidy all 
resources, and use 

the garden. 
 

Adult/child 
interactions. 

 
Continue to discuss 

Finger gym 
 

Playdough 
 

Sand and water self 
selection 

 
Outdoor area- rules 
and expectations 

 
Sticky kids- sing and 

dance 
 

Little Link Week 4 
Super Teddy 
 
Make it stick week 

Focus Text 
Kipper’s Birthday by 

Mick Inkpen 
 

Guided drawing-  
 

Phase one phonics- 
Listening game: 

Which instrument 
(p15) 

 

Counting 3 
Move and label 1, 2, 3 

 
*Say one number for 
each item in order: 1, 

2, 3, 4, 5. 
*Show ‘finger 

numbers’ up to 5.  
*Link numerals and 

amounts: for example, 
showing the right 

number of objects to 
match the numeral, up 

to 5. 

Science- Test it out 
 

Plan and throw a 
birthday party for 

Kipper 
 

Make birthday 
decorations 

 
Bake a birthday cake 

and decorate 
 

Music- Rainbow 
magic 

 
Learn Christmas 

songs 
 

Role Play- Kitchen 
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feelings- happy, sad 

 
Jigsaw 
Homes 

*I know there are lots 
of different homes 

Assessment- Using 
tools: Scissors, 
paintbrushes, 

playdough tools 
 

Colourful streamers- 
use large muscle 

movements 
 
Balls - large and small 
Scooters, trikes and 

coupes 
 

Large basketball hoop 
and balls 

 
Chunky chalks on the 

floor 
 

 

Week 12  
30.11.26 

Nursery rules and 
expectations. 

 
Revise silent signal, 

self registration, 
toilets, snack, teach 

children how to tidy all 
resources, and use 

the garden. 
 

Adult/child 
interactions. 

 
Continue to discuss 
feelings- happy, sad 

 
Jigsaw 

Making friends 
*I can tell you how I 

could make new 
friends 

Finger gym 
 

Playdough 
 

Sand and water self 
selection 

 
Outdoor area- rules 
and expectations 

 
Sticky kids- sing and 

dance 
 

Colourful streamers- 
use large muscle 

movements 
 
Balls - large and small 
Scooters, trikes and 

coupes 
 

Large basketball hoop 
and balls 

 
Chunky chalks on the 

floor 

Following instructions. 
Can select and use 

resources 
independently. 

 
Adult/child interaction. 
Forming relationships. 

Developing 
vocabulary. 

 
Expectations of 

tidying up as they go 
 

Silent signals 
 

Sing an increasing 
number of songs 

 
Retell stories- use 

increasing number of 
words in sentences 

Focus Text 
The Miracle of 

Hanukkah by Malachy 
Doyle  

 
Guided drawing-  

 
Phase one phonics- 

Listening game: 
Grandmother’s 
footsteps using 

instruments (p15) 
 

Shape, space and 
measure 3 

Explore and position 
routes 

 
*Climb and squeeze 

themselves into 
different types of 

spaces. 
*Complete inset 

puzzles. 
*Discuss routes and 

locations, using words 
like ‘in front of’ and 

‘behind’.  
 

Discuss Hanukkah 
and how Jewish 
people celebrate 
 
Talk about getting 
ready for Christmas 
 
Decorating the 
Nursery 
 
Christmas traditions - 
advent calendar 
 
 
 

Make a stickman 
 

Constructing for a 
purpose - building a 
home for Stickman 

and his family 
 

Making a Christmas 
decoration - salt 
dough, bauble, 

decorated pine cone 
etc 

 
Music- Rainbow 

magic 
 

Learn Christmas 
songs 

 
Role Play- Kitchen 
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Large painting with 
water and paints 

Week 13  
07.12.26 

Nursery rules and 
expectations. 

 
Revise silent signal, 

self registration, 
toilets, snack, teach 

children how to tidy all 
resources, and use 

the garden. 
 

Adult/child 
interactions. 

 
Continue to discuss 
feelings- happy, sad 

 
Jigsaw 

Standing up for 
yourself 

*I can use my words 
to stand up for myself 

Finger gym 
 

Playdough 
 

Sand and water self 
selection 

 
Outdoor area- rules 
and expectations 

 
Sticky kids- sing and 

dance 
 
Balls - large and small 
Scooters, trikes and 

coupes 
 

Large basketball hoop 
and balls 

 
Chunky chalks on the 

floor 
Large painting with 
water and paints 

Following instructions. 
Can select and use 

resources 
independently. 

 
Adult/child interaction. 
Forming relationships. 

Developing 
vocabulary. 

 
Expectations of 

tidying up as they go 
 

Silent signals 
 

Sing an increasing 
number of songs 

 
Retell stories- use 

increasing number of 
words in sentences 

 
 

Focus Text 
A Christmas Story by 

Brian Wildsmith 
 

Write Christmas card 
inserts 

 
Guided drawing- 

Christmas presents 
 

Phase one phonics- 
Listening game: 
Matching sound 

makers (p16) 
 

Pattern 3 
Explore own first 

patterns 
 

*Talk about and 
identify the patterns 
around them. For 

example: stripes on 
clothes, designs on 
rugs and wallpaper. 

Use informal language 
like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, 

‘blobs’, etc. 

Scented playdough 
with Christmas scents 

 
Discuss the 

Christmas Story and 
why Christian people 

celebrate 
 
 

Adult Led activity - 
Making Christmas 

Cards 
 

Learn Christmas 
songs 

 
Decorating Christmas 

bauble 
 

Drawing faces for 
calendars 

 
Music- Rainbow 

magic 
 

Role Play- Kitchen & 
Christmas shop 

Week 14  
14.12.26 

Nursery rules and 
expectations. 

 
Revise silent signal, 

self registration, 
toilets, snack, teach 

children how to tidy all 
resources, and use 

the garden. 
 

Adult/child 
interactions. 

 
Continue to discuss 
feelings- happy, sad 

 
 

Finger gym 
 

Playdough 
 

Sand and water self 
selection 

 
Outdoor area- rules 
and expectations 

 
Sticky kids- sing and 

dance 
 
Balls - large and small 
Scooters, trikes and 

coupes 
 

Large basketball hoop 
and balls 

Following instructions. 
Can select and use 

resources 
independently. 

 
Adult/child interaction. 
Forming relationships. 

Developing 
vocabulary. 

 
Expectations of 

tidying up as they go 
 

Silent signals 
 

Sing an increasing 
number of songs 

 

Focus Text 
Mog’s Christmas by 

Juidth Kerr 
 

Write Christmas card 
inserts 

 
Guided drawing- 
Christmas tree 

 
Phase one phonics- 

Listening game: 
Matching sounds 

(p16) 
 

Pattern 3 
Explore own first 

patterns 
 

*Talk about and 
identify the patterns 
around them. For 

example: stripes on 
clothes, designs on 
rugs and wallpaper. 

Use informal language 
like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, 

‘blobs’, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult led activity - 
Christmas cooking 

 
Watch videos about 

how Christians 
celebrate Christmas  

Finish Christmas 
crafts 

 
Music- Rainbow 

magic 
 

Learn Christmas 
songs 
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Chunky chalks on the 
floor 

Large painting with 
water and paints 

Retell stories- use 
increasing number of 
words in sentences 

 

 


