
Medium Term Planning 2026 - 2027 - Autumn Term 2026  
All Curriculum Areas - Autumn Term 2026 - Year 2026-2027 

 
Week / 

Curriculum 
Area 

Communication & 
Language  

Physical 
Development  

Personal, Social, 
Emotional 

Development  

Literacy Maths  Understanding the 
World 

Expressive Arts & 
Design  

Week 1  
07.09.26 
Transition 
Week 

    Listening and following 
instructions. 

Modelling good listening 
 

Expectations of tidying 
up as they go 

Using climbing frames in 
the garden. 

Running, jumping, 
climbing.  

Modelling garden 
expectations 

Routines, expectations, 
tidying away. 

Modelling expectations 
 

 

Explain RWI and reading 
to parents.  

Listening to stories 
 
 

Use of maths area 
 

Counting rhymes 
Modelling use of Maths 

areas inside and outside 

Photos of children. 
Likes and dislikes 

.  

Using creative the area. 
Modelling and putting 

resources away.  

Week 2  
14.09.26 

Following instructions. 
Can select and use 
resources with help. 

 
Adult/child interaction. 
Forming relationships. 
Developing vocabulary. 

 
Expectations of tidying 

up as they go 

Cutting skills. 
Finger gym. 

 
Using the climbing frame 

in the garden 
 

Name writing and 
number formation 

assessment 
 

Class rules and 
expectations.  

 
Introduce silent signal, 
self registration, toilets, 
snack, teach children 

how to tidy all resources. 
 

Adult/child interactions. 
 

PSHE - Who’s in your 
family? 

 
 

Name recognition. Post 
name on entry to 

classroom. 
 

Model using the book 
corner. Choice of stories 

 
BASELINE 

ASSESSMENT - 
Literacy 

 
 RWI - Making and 

strong start (Week 1 - 
silent signals and 

phonics frieze cards) 

Number rhymes 
●​ 5 currant buns 
●​ 5 little men 
●​ 5  little 

monkeys 
 

Introduce days of the 
week/  months of the 

year songs. 
 

How many children are 
in our class? (Tens 

frames and children’s 
pictures) 

 
BASELINE 

ASSESSMENT - Maths 

Photos of the children for 
lining up, carpet places 
and certificate board. 
Directions around the 

school 
 

Likes and dislikes 
 

 

Songs and Nursery 
rhymes. 

Model how to use the 
area. Tidying up. 

 
 

Week 3 
21.09.26 

Introduce and practise 
silent signals. 

 
Following instructions. 

Can select and use 
resources with help. 

 
Adult/child interaction. 
Forming relationships. 

 
Expectations of tidying 

up as they go 

Assess physical skills in 
the garden. 

 
To explore walking using 

different body parts in 
different directions, at 
different levels and at 

different speeds. 
 

To see their imagination 
as they explore using 

different pieces of 
equipment, on their own 

and with a partner. 
 

Name writing 
 

scissor skills 
 

Class rules and 
expectations. 

 
Introduce silent signal, 
self registration, toilets, 
snack, teach children 

how to tidy all resources. 
Adult/child interactions. 

 
Jigsaw-Lesson 1 Being 

me- Who..me? 
 

 

 RWI - Making and 
strong start (Week 2 - m, 

a, s, d, t) 
 

Literacy- Week 1- Talk 
Boost 

 
Book terms- author, 

illustrator, cover, blurb  
Modelling use of lilac 

books 
 

Writing focus - Draw a 
picture of themselves 

and name writing 
 

BASELINE 
ASSESSMENT - 

Literacy 

Counting and number 
songs/rhymes  

 
BASELINE 

ASSESSMENT - Maths 
 

History - Peek into the 
past (parents and 

grandparents, how life 
has changed) 

 
To talk about how life has 

changed over time. 
To identify some 
similarities and 

differences between the 
past and today. 

Area routines - How to 
use Easel, Creative area, 

Junk modelling area 
 

Nursery rhymes: 
Head, shoulders, knees 

and toes 
 

Music 
Banana Rap 

 

http://who..me
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Dough Disco 

 
Penpals Handwriting- 

dots 
Daily handwriting (long 

legged giraffe letters) - l, 
i and t 

Week 4  
28.09.26 

Role play 
Modelling language. 

 
Develop questioning. 

 
Speaking in sentences 

 
Expectations of tidying 

up as they go 
 

To develop walking at 
different levels and at 

different speeds. 
 

To explore different ways 
of playing with 

equipment safely, with a 
partner. 

 
Baseline assessment. 

Pencil control. 
 

Uses one handed tools 
and equipment  
Dough Disco 

 
Penpals Handwriting- 

straight lines and 
crosses 

Daily handwriting (long 
legged giraffe letters) - u, 

j, y 

Revise routines self 
registration, routines, tidy 

up, visual timetable, 
garden,  

Adult/child interactions. 
 

Jigsaw Being me 
Lesson 2 - How am I 

feeling today?  
 

My Mum is Fantastic by 
Nick Butterworth  

 
My Dad is Brilliant by 

Nick Butterworth  
 

My Grandma is 
Wonderful by Nick 

Butterworth  
 

My Grandpa is Amazing 
By Nick Butterworth  

RWI - Making and strong 
start (Week 3 - i, n, p, g, 

o) 
Start sending reading 

books home 
Modelling reading lilac 

books 
 

Week 2 - Talk Boost 
Book terms- author, 

illustrator, cover, blurb. 
Observations book 

corner 
 

Writing focus - Draw a 
picture their family and 

write initial sounds  

White Rose Maths - 
Match, sort and 

compare 
Step 1 - Match Objects  
Step 2 - Match pictures 

and objects 
Step 3 - Identify a set 

Step 4 - Sort objects to a 
type 

 
 
 

Science - Let’s go 
outside (White Rose - 

Season Autumn) 
 

To explore how the 
environment changes 

during autumn. 
 

Science continuous 
provision (White Rose): 
Me and my small world 

 
 
 

Move rhythmically to 
music.  

 
Area routines - How to 

use Easel, Creative area, 
Junk modelling area 

 
Nursery rhymes: 

Zoom, Zoom, Zoom 
What is your 

superstrength? 
 

Music 
Banana Rap 

Week 5  
05.10.26 

Modelling language. 
 

Adult/child interaction 
 

Speaking in sentences 
 

Expectations of tidying 
up as they go 

To experience sustained 
walking following a route 

and instructions. 
 

To play with a partner, 
using their imagination to 

create new games. 
 

Name writing 
Finger gym- tweezers 

scissor skills. 
 

Dough Disco 
 

Penpals Handwriting- 
circles 

Daily handwriting (one 
armed robot letters) - r, b 

and n 

Revise routines self 
registration, routines, tidy 

up, visual timetable, 
garden,  

 
 

Adult/child interactions. 
Jigsaw Being me. 
Lesson 3- Being at 

school 

RWI - Making and strong 
start (Week 4 - c, k, u, b) 

 
Week 3 - Talk Boost 

Talk Boost 
Book terms- author, 

illustrator, cover, blurb. 
Observations book 

corner 
  

Listen to stories with 
increasing attention and 

recall. 
 

Writing focus - Draw a 
picture of their favourite 

toy and write initial 
sounds 

 

White Rose Maths - 
Match, sort and 

compare 
Step 5 - Explore sorting 

techniques 
Step 6 - Create Sorting 

Rules 
Step 7 - Compare 

Amounts  
 
 

Geography - My home, 
my house 

 
To talk about my home 

and where I live. 
 

Science continuous 
provision (White Rose): 
Me and my small world 

Harvest songs. 
Nursery rhyme: 
Jelly on a plate 

 
Autumn rhyme 

 
Music 

Banana Rap 
You'll Never Find A 

Mouse 
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Week 6  
12.10.26 

Modelling language. 
Adult/child interaction 

 
Expectations of tidying 

up as they go 

To apply learning about 
walking developing into 

marching. 
 

To explore different ways 
of using equipment and 

other objects to travel on. 
 

Name writing 
scissor skills. 

Fine motor skills 
 

Dough Disco 
 

Penpals Handwriting- 
waves 

Daily handwriting (one 
armed robot letters) - h, 

and m  

Revise routines self 
registration, routines, tidy 

up, visual timetable, 
garden,  

. 
Adult/child interactions. 

Jigsaw Being Me- 
Lesson 4- Gentle 

hands 
 

RWI - Making and strong 
start (Week 5 - f, e, l, h) 

 
Week 4- talk boost 

 phonological 
awareness- clapping 

syllables. 
 

Talk through stories - 
Supertato 

 
Writing focus - drawing 

a vegetable from the 
story and writing initial 

sounds 
 

White Rose Maths - 
Talk about measure 

and pattern 
Step 1 - Compare Size 
Step 2 - Compare Mass 

Step 3 - Compare 
Capacity 

History - Black History 
Month 

Famous person- Alma 
Thomas & Marcus 

Rashford 
 

To learn about people 
who have made a 

difference. 
 

Science continuous 
provision (White Rose): 

What’s in my basket 
 

Harvest festival 
 

      Nursery rhymes: 
When Goldilocks went to 
the house of the bears 

 
Music 

We’re going on a Bear 
Hunt 

Week 7  
19.10.26 

Modelling language. 
Adult/child interaction 

Speaking in sentences. 
 

Expectations of tidying 
up as they go 

To apply their 
understanding of 

walking, applying it into a 
game. 

 
To explore different ways 
of using equipment and 

other objects to travel on. 
 

Name writing 
scissor skills. 

Fine motor skills 
 

Dough disco 
 

Penpals Handwriting- 
waves and bridges 

Daily handwriting (one 
armed robot letters) - p 

and k 

Revise routines self 
registration, routines, tidy 

up, visual timetable, 
garden,  

Adult/child interactions. 
 

Jigsaw Being Me- 
Lesson 5 - Our rights 
and responsibilities 

RWI - Making and strong 
start (Week 6&7 -  r, j, v, 

y, w, z, x) 
 

Week 5- Talk Boost 
Assess (group for LA 
children with LSA’s)  

. 
Talk through stories - 

Supertato 
 

Writing focus - draw evil 
pea hiding. Initial sounds 

for his hiding places 

White Rose Maths - 
Talk about measure 

and pattern 
Step 4 - Explore simple 

patterns 
Step 5 - Copy and 

continue simple patterns 
Step 6 - Create simple 

patterns 

RE/History - 
Celebrations 

(Fireworks Night) 
 

To find out why people 
celebrate Bonfire Night. 

 
Making Vegetable Soup 

(life skill)  
 

Science continuous 
provision (White Rose): 

What’s in my basket 
 

Nursery rhymes: This is 
the way 

 
Music 

Old MacDonald 
We’re Going on a Bear 

Hunt 
Banana Rap 

HALF TERM   

Week 8  
02.11.26 

Firework safety.  
speaking in sentences 
Following instructions 

 
Poetry Basket- Chop, 

Chop (End of day each 
day) 

 
 

To explore different ways 
of pushing a ball. 

 
Fine motor skills. 

balance bikes 
inside/outside. 

 
Dough disco 

 

Recap rules, Revise 
routines self registration, 
routines, tidy up, visual 

timetable, garden, 
expectations,  

 
Adult/child interactions. 

RWI-  differentiated 
groups 

fireworks poetry. 
firework writing. 

 
Talk through stories - 

Elmer by David McKeell  
 

White Rose Maths - It’s 
Me 1,2,3 

Step 1 - Find 1, 2 and 3 
Step 2 - Subitise 1, 2 and 

3 
Step 3 - Represent 1, 2 

and 3 
 

RE - Diwali/Bandi 
Chhor Divas 

 
To find out why Diwali 

and Bandi Chhor Divas 
are special celebrations. 

 
Celebrations Day 

 

Dance - To explore 
different movements 

using different parts of 
the body. 

 
Firework pictures 

colour mixing 
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Penpals Handwriting- 
joined straight lines 

Daily handwriting (curly 
caterpillar letters) - c, a 

and d 

Jigsaw Celebrating 
differences- Lesson 1- 

What am I good at? 
 

Writing focus - Firework 
colours (initial sounds) 

Science continuous 
provision (White Rose): 

Senses 
 

 

Remembrance Day 
make a Poppy Wreath 

 
Nursery rhymes 

Five little monkeys 
 

Music 
Marching Band 

Week 9  
09.11.26 

Listen attentively to 
stories recalling 

main events. Talk 
about characters, 

setting, plot. 
Following 

instructions 
 

Nursery Rhyme week - 
focus on a different 

Nursery Rhyme a day 

To explore different ways 
of rolling a ball.  

 
Dough disco. 

Fine motor skills. 
scissor skills 

Climbing 
 

Penpals Handwriting- 
angled patterns 

Daily handwriting (curly 
caterpillar letters) - o, s 

and g 

Revise routines self 
registration, routines, tidy 

up, visual timetable, 
garden, 

 
Adult/child interactions. 

Jigsaw Celebrating 
differences- Lesson 2- 

I’m special. I’m me 
 

Antibullying week 

RWI- differentiated 
groups 

 
Talk through stories - 

Elmer by David McKee 
 

Writing focus - Elmer - 
Adjectives to describe 

Elmer (initial sounds/cvc) 

White Rose Maths - It’s 
me 1,2,3 

Step 4 - 1 more 
Step 5 - 1 less 

Step 6 - Composition of 
1, 2 and 3 

History - Toys from the 
past &  

Remembrance Day 
 

To compare toys from 
the past with toys today.  

 
To learn about 

Remembrance Day. 
 

Science continuous 
provision (White Rose): 

Senses  

Dance - To explore larger 
scale travelling 

movements. 
 

Firework pictures 
colour mixing 

 
Nursery Rhymes: 

Polly put the kettle on 
 

Music 
Marching Band 

Week 10  
16.11.26 

Children in need 
What happens at the 

beginning, middle, end. 
 

Following instructions 
 

Poetry Basket- Pointy 
Hat 

To explore different ways 
of bouncing a ball. 

 
Dough disco 
Bike riding. 

Name writing 
scissor skills. 

Fine motor skills 
 

Penpals Handwriting- 
eights 

Daily handwriting (curly 
caterpillar letters) - q, e 

and f 
 
 

Rules, expectations, 
circle time - what makes 

a good friend. 
 

 Adult/child interactions. 
Jigsaw Celebrating 

differences- Lesson 3- 
Families 

 
 

RWI-  differentiated 
groups 

 
Talk through stories - 
Owl Babies by Martin 

Waddell 
 

Writing focus - Rainbow 
poem (e.g Orange is 

for… Red is for… Green 
is for… 

White Rose Maths - 
Circles and triangles  
Step 1 - Identify and 

name circles and 
triangles 

Step 2 - Compare circles 
and triangles 

Step 3 - Shapes in the 
environment 

Step 4 - Describe 
position 

Geography - My School 
 

To explore my school 
environment. 

 
Science continuous 

provision (White Rose): 
What’s changed 

Dance - To respond to 
words and music using 
their bodies and props. 

 
Famous person- 

Kandinsky 
Making Kadinsky 

pictures 
 

Nursery rhyme week:  
Incy wincy spider  

 
Music 

Piccolo March 
Traffic Light Flashcards 

Marching Band 

Week 11  
23.11.26 

What happens at the 
beginning, middle, end. 
Following instructions 

 
Poetry Basket- Wise Old 

Owl  
 

 

To explore and develop 
different ways of 

bouncing a ball whilst 
moving into space. 

 
Dough disco  
Bike riding. 

Name writing 
scissor skills. 

Fine motor skills 
 

Revise routines self 
registration, routines, tidy 

up, visual timetable, 
garden,  

 
Adult/child interactions. 

Jigsaw Celebrating 
differences- Lesson 4-  

Houses and homes 

RWI-  differentiated 
groups 

 
Talk through stories - 
Owl Babies by Martin 

Waddell 
 

Writing focus - Owl 
babies - Adjectives to 

describe the owls (initial 
sounds/cvc words) 

White Rose Maths - 
1,2,3,4,5 

Step 1 - Find 4 and 5 
Step 2 - Subitise 4 and 5 
Step 3 - Represent 4 and 

5 
Step 4 - 1 more 

 

Science - Night and 
Day (White Rose) 

 
To identify the 

differences between day 
and night. 

​
Famous scientist - Mae 

Jemison 
 

Dance - To create their 
own movement ideas 

relating to specific words. 
 

Famous person- 
Kandinsky 

Making Kadinsky 
pictures 

 
Music 

Production Option: 
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Penpals Handwriting- 

spirals 
Daily handwriting (zig 

zag monster letters) z, x, 
v, and w 

Science continuous 
provision (White Rose): 

What’s changed 
 

Magical Christmas 
Journey 

Rehearsal Lesson 

Week 12  
30.11.26 

Listen carefully to 
instructions 

 
Poetry Basket- Falling 

apples 

To explore different ways 
of rolling and pushing a 

ball. 
 

Dough disco 
. 

Bike riding. 
Name writing 
scissor skills. 

Fine motor skills 
 

Penpals Handwriting- 
Left-to-right orientation 
Daily handwriting (long 

legged giraffe letters) - l, 
i, t, u, j, y 

Revise routines self 
registration, routines, tidy 

up, visual timetable, 
garden,  

 
Adult/child interactions. 

Jigsaw Celebrating 
differences- Lesson 5-  

Making Friends 

RWI-  differentiated 
groups 

 
Talk through stories - 

Stick Man 
 

Writing focus - writing 
Christmas/holiday cards  

 

White Rose Maths - 
1,2,3,4,5 

Step 5 - 1 less 
Step 6 - Composition of 

4 and 5 
Step 7 - Composition of 

1 - 5 

RE - The Christian 
Story of Christmas  

 
To learn about the 
Christian story of 

Christmas. 
 

Barefoot Computing- 
Winter Warmers 
(Making patterns) 

Dance - To explore 
different movements 

using qualities of 
movement. 

 
Hanukkah,  

singing Christmas songs. 
 

Xmas performances 
 

Music 
Production Option: 
Magical Christmas 

Journey 
Rehearsal Lesson 

 

Week 13  
07.12.26 

Christmas story 
retell / ordering. 

To explore different ways 
of rolling, pushing and 
bouncing a ball with a 

partner. 
 

Bike riding. 
Name writing 
scissor skills. 

Fine motor skills 
Wrap presents cutting, 

sellotape. 
 

Penpals Handwriting- 
Review of patterns  

Daily handwriting (one 
armed robot letters) - r, 

b, n, h, m, k, p 

Revise routines self 
registration, routines, tidy 

up, visual timetable, 
garden,  

 
Adult/child interactions. 

Jigsaw Celebrating 
differences- Lesson 6-  

Making Friends 

RWI-  differentiated 
groups 

 
Talk through stories - 

Stick Man 
 

Writing focus - draw 
stick man and label his 

body parts 
 

White Rose Maths - 
Shapes with 4 sides 
Step 1 - Identify and 
name shapes with 4 

sides 
Step 2 - Combine 

shapes with 4 sides 
Step 3 - Shapes in the 

environment 
Step 4 - My day and 

night 

RE - Festivals and 
Christmas celebrations 

 
To explore how people 
celebrate Christmas. 

 
Barefoot Computing- 

Winter Warmers 
(Making patterns) 

 
 
 

Dance - To explore 
movements such as 

creeping, tiptoeing and 
hiding. 

 
Xmas cards 
Hanukkah 

 
Xmas decorations. 

Singing christmas songs 
 
 

Week 14  
14.12.26 

Christmas story. 
Story maps.  

To learn christmas 
vocabulary.  

Bike riding. 
Name writing 
scissor skills. 

Fine motor skills 
 

Daily handwriting 
(curly caterpillar 

letters) - c, a, d, o, s, g, 
q, e, f 

Revise routines self 
registration, routines, tidy 

up, visual timetable, 
garden,  

 
Adult/child interactions. 

Jigsaw scheme 

RWI-  differentiated 
groups 

 
Writing focus - wishlist/ 

christmas list 
 
 

White Rose Maths - 
Consolidation  

Computing - Online 
Safety Story - (The 

Adventures of Smartie 
the Penguin  

 
To know how to stay safe 
when using technology. 

 
 

Xmas calendars. 
 

Singing christmas songs 

 


