
Medium Term Planning 2026 - 2027 - Autumn Term 2026  
Core Curriculum Areas - Autumn Term 2026 - Year 3 

 

Week / 
Curriculum 

Area 

Reading / Early Reading Writing Handwriting  Maths Science  

Week 1  
07.09.26 

Text - Who's afraid of the Big 
Bad Book  

●​ Hook/Orientation  
●​ Exploring traditional 

tales  
●​ Comparing similarities 

and differences 
between traditional 
tales  

●​ Discussion and 
Dialogue, prediction, 
inferences 

●​ Fluency 

Text -Star in the Jar 
(Narrative) 
 
Experience lesson: 
Starry night sky gathering 
vocabulary to describe stars in 
the night sky. 
Plot point 1: 

●​ Precise verb (action) 
●​ Onomatopoeia 
●​ Time adverbial 

Plot point 2: 
●​ Rhetorical question 
●​ Action sentence 
●​ Conjunction 

Plot point 3: 
●​ Pathetic fallacy 
●​ Question 
●​ Prefix (‘super’) 

Independent writing- 
Describe a magical night 
garden. 

Assessment 
Beginning of unit check  
 
Unit 1  
Practising joining through a 
word in stages no ascenders or 
descenders. 
 
 

Unit - 1 Place Value within 
1000  
 
Step 1 Represent numbers to 
100 
Step 2 Partition numbers to 100 
Step 3 Number line to 100 
Step 4 Hundreds 
Step 5 Represent numbers to 
1,000 

Skeletons 
 
Step 1 Identify and name bones 
in the human body 

Week 2  
14.09.26 

Text - Who's afraid of the Big 
Bad Book 

●​ Read Aloud- fluency, 
Vocabulary. 

●​ Echo reading  
●​ Retrieval- story so far 
●​ Discussion and 

dialogue 
●​ Inference 

Text - Star in the Jar  
Plot point 4: 

●​ Noticing 
●​ Fronted adverbial 
●​ Dialogue 

Plot point 5: 
●​ Adjectives (final 

position) 
●​ Sounds 
●​ Feelings 

Plot point 6: 
●​ Onomatopoeia 
●​ Description 
●​ Verbs 

Plot point 7: 
●​ Adverb 
●​ Feelings 

Unit 2  
Practising joining through a 
word in stages 
parallel ascenders 

Unit - 1 Place Value within 
1000  
 
Step 6 Partition numbers to 
1,000 
Step 7 Flexible partitioning of 
numbers to 1,000 
Step 8 Hundreds, tens and 
ones 
Step 9 Find 1, 10 or 100 more 
or less 
Step 10 Number line to 1,000 

Skeletons 
 
Step 2 Functions of the 
skeleton 
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●​ Simile 

Plot point 8: 
●​ Repetition for effect 
●​ Simile 
●​ Dialogue 

Week 3 
21.09.26 

Text - Who's afraid of the Big 
Bad Book 

●​ Language study 
●​ Visual features  
●​ Retrieval- story so far 
●​ Inference 
●​ Fluency 

Text - Star in the Jar  
Independent writing- Writing 
to the stars 
Plot point 9: 

●​ Relative clause 
●​ Alliteration 
●​ Personification 

 
Independent writing- planning 1 
Independent writing- planning 2 
Independent writing lesson 

Unit 3 
 
Introducing joins from an s to 
ascender. 
sh, sl,st,sk  

Unit 1 Place Value within 
1000  
 
Step 11 Estimate on a number 
line to 1,000 
Step 12 Compare numbers to 
1,000 
Step 13 Order numbers to 
1,000 
Step 14 Count in 50s 

Skeletons 
 
Step 3 Identify and name bones 
in a range of animals 

Week 4  
28.09.26 

Text -Captain Cat 
●​ Visualisation, Inference 
●​ Inference 

Opportunities: 
Inductive Inference 

●​ Character Inference 
●​ Visualisation,Think 

Aloud, Language 
Features 

●​ Narrative Features: 
Dilemma, conscience 
alley 
 

Text - Star in the Jar  
Editing lesson 
 
Text- Autumn is here (Poetry) 
 
Introduce a shape poem  
Find a shape  
To recap and re-familiarise with 
the poem shape.  
Experience lesson 
To observe autumnal changes 
To gather language to describe 
Autumn 
SS1  

●​ Adjectives - 
personification  

●​ Metaphor  
●​ Adjectives 

Unit 4 

Introducing joins from an s to 
no ascender.  

sw,si,se,sm,sn,sp,su 

Unit 2-Addition and 
subtraction 
 
Step 1 Apply number bonds 
within 10 
Step 2 Add and subtract 1s 
Step 3 Add and subtract 10s 
Step 4 Add and subtract 100s 
Step 5 Spot the pattern 

Skeletons 
 
Step 4 Animals with and 
without a spine 

Week 5  
05.10.26 

Text -Captain Cat 
●​ Fluency, echo reading 
●​ Discussion and 

dialogue, inference 
●​ retrieval- story so far 
●​ Review and reflect  
●​ Discussion and 

dialogue  

Text- Autumn is here (Poetry) 
SS2  

●​ Personification - 
theme 

SS3 
●​ Metaphor 
●​ Taste - Personification 
●​ Theme 

SS4 
●​ Decorative theme 

Unit 5  

Introducing joining from an s to 
an anticlockwise letter 

sa,sc,sd,sg,so,sq 

Unit 2-Addition and 
subtraction 
 
Step 6 Add 1s across a 10 
Step 7 Add 10s across a 100 
Step 8 Subtract 1s across a 10 
Step 9 Subtract 10s across a 
100 
Step 10 Make connections 

Skeletons 
 
Step 5 Are all skeletons the 
same? 
 
End of block assessment 
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●​ Action 
●​ Personification - 

Feeling 
SS5 

●​ Personification – 
gentle verbs 

●​ Personification - 
adjectives 

●​ Verb - adverb 
SS6 

●​ Verbs - alliteration 
●​ Precise verbs 
●​ Adjectives - 

personification 

Week 6  
12.10.26 

Text -Captain Cat 
●​ Narrative features - 

Point of view  
●​ Inference 

Opportunities - 
Character inference  

●​ Vocabulary  
●​ Review and reflect  
●​ Discussion and 

dialogue  

Text- Autumn is here (Poetry) 
SS7 

●​ Sounds 
●​ Sounds – verbs 
●​ Onomatopoeia 

SS8 
●​ Smell - verb 
●​ Smell – taste 
●​ Smell - taste 

SS9 
●​ Adjectives – 

personification 
●​ Feeling - 

personification 
●​ Powerful verbs - 

personification 
 
Independent writing- planning 1 
Independent writing- planning 2 

Unit 6  

Introducing joining from an r to 
an ascender  

rb, rh, rk, rl, rt 

Unit 2-Addition and 
subtraction 
 
Step 11 Add two numbers (no 
exchange) 
Step 12 Subtract two numbers 
(no exchange) x2 
Step 13 Add two numbers 
(across a 10) x2 
 

Movement 
 
Step 1 Joints 
 
Step 2 How we move 

Week 7  
19.10.26 

Text -Captain Cat 
●​ Narrative features - 

Point of view  
●​ Inference 

Opportunities - 
Character inference  

●​ Vocabulary  
●​ Inference 
●​ Fluency 

Text- Autumn is here (Poetry) 
 
Independent writing lesson 
Editing 
Performance Poetry 

Unit 7  
Introducing joining from a r to 
no ascender 
 
ri, ru, rn, rp 

Unit 2-Addition and 
subtraction 
 
Step 14 Add two numbers 
(across a 100) x2 
Step 15 Subtract two numbers 
(across a 10) x2  
Step 16 Subtract two numbers 
(across a 100)  
 

Nutrition and diet 
 
Step 1 Food groups 
 
Step 2 Understand the five food 
groups 
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HALF TERM 

Week 8  
02.11.26 

Text - A rock is lively.  
●​ Hook lesson, 

vocabulary work using 
a thesaurus - 
synonyms 

●​ Prediction  
●​ Reading and 

vocabulary 
●​ Text marking 
●​ Repeated reading and 

text marking 

Text -Flood (Narrative) 
Plot point 1: 

●​ Adverbial phrase 
●​ Precise verb 
●​ Complex sentence 

Plot point 2: 
●​ Short sentences for 

effect 
●​ Complex sentence 

(‘When’) 
●​ Feelings & 'as' 

Plot point 3: 
●​ Repetition for effect 
●​ Personification 
●​ Repetition for effect 

Plot point 4:  
●​ Inner thought 
●​ Rhetorical question 
●​ Dialogue 

 
Experience Day: To 
experience having to leave 
your home in a flood. 

 Unit 2-Addition and 
subtraction 
 
Step 16 Subtract two numbers 
(across a 100)  
Step 17 Add 2-digit and 3-digit 
numbers 
Step 18 Subtract a 2-digit 
number from a 3-digit number 
Step 19 Complements to 100 
Step 20 Estimate answers  
 
 

Nutrition and diet 
 
Step 3 Balanced diets 

Week 9  
09.11.26 

Text - A rock is lively.  
●​ Exploring specialist 

vocabulary 
●​ Similes 
●​ Activating prior 

knowledge 
●​ Comprehension 
●​ Vocabulary, description 

Text -Flood (Narrative) 
Plot point 5: 

●​ Complex sentence 
(‘because’) 

●​ Simile 
●​ Adverbs 

Plot point 6: 
●​ Repetition for effect 
●​ Water imagery 
●​ Feeling & inner 

thought 
 

Experience Day:To experience 
the devastation of a flood. 
 
Independent writing - Writing 
a diary entry (the devastation 
after a flood) 
Editing lesson 

Unit 8  
Introducing joining from r to an 
anticlockwise letter  
re, rd, rg, ro  

Unit 2-Addition and 
subtraction 
Step 20 Estimate answers  
Step 21 Inverse operations 
Step 22 Make decisions 
Consolidate 
 
Multiplication and division A 
Step 1 Multiplication - equal 
groups 
 
 

Nutrition and diet 
 
Step 4 Compare diets 
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Week 10  
16.11.26 

Text - A rock is lively.  
●​ Text marking  
●​ Tenses 
●​ Image descriptions 
●​ Comprehension 
●​ Comprehension 

Text -Flood (Narrative) 
Plot point 7: 

●​ Personification 
●​ Synonyms 
●​ One word exclamation 

Plot point 8: 
●​ Adverbial phrases 
●​ Repetition for effect 
●​ Complex sentence 

(‘As’) 
Plot point 9: 

●​ Complex sentence & 
alliteration 

●​ Water imagery 
phrases 

●​ Feelings 
Plot point 10:  

●​ Complex sentence 
●​ Inflected question & 

informal dialogue 
●​ Sounds 

Plot point 11: 
●​ Adverbial phrase 
●​ Noun Phrase 
●​ Topping & tailing + 

mirroring 
 

Unit 9  
Introducing joining from r to e: 
are, ere, ure, ore, ire  

Multiplication and division A 
 
Step 2 Use arrays 
Step 3 Multiples of 2 
Step 4 Multiples of 5 and 10 
Step 5 Sharing and grouping 
Step 6 Multiply by 3 
 
 
 

Nutrition and diet 
 
 
Step 5 Animal diets 
 
End of block assessment 

Week 11  
23.11.26 

Text -Extra Yarn - Mac Barnett 
●​ Visualisation  
●​ prediction 
●​ Vocabulary 

investigation  
●​ Discussion  
●​ Activating prior 

knowledge 

Text -Flood (Narrative) 
 
Independent writing- planning 1 
Independent writing- planning 2 
 
Independent writing lesson 
Independent writing lesson 
Editing 

Unit 10  
 
Introducing break letters: 
 
g, j, y, f, b, p, q, x, z 

Multiplication and division A 
 
Step 7 Divide by 3 x2 
Step 8 The 3 times-table 
Step 9 Multiply by 4 
Step 10 Divide by 4  
 
 
 

Rocks 
 
Step 1 Identify rocks 

Week 12  
30.11.26 

Text -Extra Yarn - Mac Barnett 
●​ Building background 

knowledge 
●​ Read aloud 
●​ Prediction 
●​ Establishing literal 

comprehension  
●​ Literary features - 

patterned text  

My Strong Mind 
(Instructions) 
 
Find the Shape (1): To 
introduce the instructions 
shape. 
 
Find the Shape (2): To recap 
and re-familiarise with the 

Consolidation of break 
letters: 
 
g, j, y, f, b, p, q, x, z 

Multiplication and division A 
 
Step 10 Divide by 4  
Step 11 The 4 times-table 
Step 12 Multiply by 8 
Step 13 Divide by 8 x2 
 

Rocks 
 
Step 2 Group rocks 
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 instructions shape. 

 
Experience Day (1) To 
understand mental toughness 
and the benefits of this. 
 
Experience Day (2) To follow a 
set of instructions 
 
SS1:  

●​ Title – Rhetorical 
Question 

●​ Rhetorical Question 
●​ Rhetorical Question 
●​  

 

Week 13  
07.12.26 

Text -Extra Yarn - Mac Barnett 
●​ Developing inference 

skills  
●​ Developing 

questioning  
●​ Visualization  
●​ Character inference  
●​ Readers theatre - 

developing prosody 

My Strong Mind 
(Instructions) 
SS2: 

●​ ‘If’ Complex sentence 
●​ Bullets - brackets 
●​ Bullets - brackets 

SS3: 
●​ Positive adjectives - 

alliteration 
●​ ‘If’ complex sentence - 

Feeling 
●​ Imperative Verb – 

Precise 
adjectives/adverbs 

SS4:  
●​ Adverbial 
●​ Brackets – ‘if’ complex 

sentence 
●​ Affirmation 

 
Experience Day (3) To learn 
how to challenge ourselves 
when faced with failure. 
SS5: 

●​ Title 
●​ ‘If’ complex sentence 
●​ Imperative Verb 

 

Unit 11  
Introducing joining to an f : if, 
ef, af, of  

Multiplication and division A 
 
Step 14 The 8 times-table 
Step 15 The 2, 4 and 8 
times-tables 
 
Consolidation 

Rocks 
 
Step 3 Test rocks 

Week 14  Text -Extra Yarn - Mac Barnet My Strong Mind Unit 12  Multiplication and division A Rocks 
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14.12.26 ●​ Fluency - developing 
prosody 

●​ Conscience alley  
●​ Cause and effect 

thinking   
●​ Vocabulary 

investigation 
●​ Developing inference 

skills - character and 
elaborative inference 

(Instructions) 
SS6:  

●​ Imperative Verb - 
imagining 

●​ Imperative Verb 
●​ Positive self-talk 

SS7: 
●​ Top Tip 
●​ Imperative verb – 

precise adjectives 
●​ Where next? 

Independent writing- planning 1 
Independent writing- planning 2 
 
Independent writing lesson 
Editing 

 
Introducing joining from a f  to 
an ascender  
 
fl, ft 

 
Consolidation week 

Step 4 Local rock survey 
 
End of block assessment 

 


	Step 3 Balanced diets 
	 

