
Medium Term Planning 2026 - 2027 - Autumn Term 2026  
Core Curriculum Areas - Autumn Term 2026 - Year 4 

 

Week / 
Curriculum 

Area 

Reading / Early Reading Writing Handwriting  Maths Science  

Week 1  
07.09.26 

Hermelin 
1.Well, Well, Well ... What 
Have We Here?- activating 
prior knowledge 
2. It’s Elementary, My Dear 
Watson! - activating prior 
Knowledge 
3. What Does It Take to 
Become a Detective? - 
developing background 
knowledge 
4. Before the Arrival of the 
Fictional Key! - prediction 
5. Windows into Other 
Worlds- developing 
inference skills  

Journey 
1.Journeys 
2. Dull life (SS1) 
·        Dialogue 
·        Dialogue 
·        Onomatopoeia 
3. Bored  (SS2) 
·        Metaphor 
·        Pathetic Fallacy 
·        Feeling/Repetition 
4. Finds magic crayon (SS3) 
·        Fronted adverbial / action 
·        Prepositions / Repetition 
·        Noticing /short sentences 
5. Enters magical forest (SS4) 
·        Metaphor 
·        Simile 
·        Simile /3 x ing verbs 

Penpals 
Assessment  

Unit 1: Place value - 4-digit 
numbers 
Step 1-Represent numbers 
to 1,000 
  
Step 2- Partition numbers to 
1000 
  
Step 3-Number line to 1,000 
 
Step 4-Thousands 
  
Step 5-Represent numbers 
to 10,000 
  

Group and classify living 
things 
 
Step 1 Group Animals 
 
• Recognise that living 
things can be grouped in a 
variety of ways. 
 Working scientifically – Talk 
about criteria for grouping, 
sorting and classifying 
(non-statutory)  

Week 2  
14.09.26 

Hermelin 
6. A Natural-Born Mouse 
Detective! - fluency 
approaches 
7. ‘And I knew I was just the 
one for the job!’ - character 
inference  
8. Successful Detecting. 
Inference 
 9. The Invitation. Inference 
opportunities: Prediction and 
visual clues. 
10. All Together Now! 
Vocabulary and inference.  

Journey 
6. Draws boat  (SS5) 
·        Time adverbial / Short 
sentences 
·        Precise verb / Repetition 
·        Preposition / Noun phrase 
7. Huge fortress  (SS6) 
 Time adverbial / Personification 
 Simile / Metaphor 
Preposition / Noun phrase  
8.. Sailing /danger  (SS7) 
·        Noun phrase 
·        Adverbial / Pathetic Fallacy 
·        Dialogue x 3 / Exclamation 
marks 
9. Draws hot air balloon - Mini write 
·        Action /Alliteration 

Penpals (1) 
Introducing 
diagonal join from p 
and b to ascender: 
ph, pl, bl 
 
 

Unit 1: Place value - 4-digit 
numbers 
Step 6-Partition numbers to 
10,000 
Step 7-Flexible partitioning 
of numbers to 1000 
  
Step 8-Find 1, 10, 100, 1000 
more or less 
  
Step 9-Number line to 1,000 
  
Step 10-Estimate on a 
number line to10,000 
 

Group and classify living 
things 
 
Step 2 Vertebrates and 
Invertebrates 
 
• Recognise that living 
things can be grouped in a 
variety of ways.  
 
Working scientifically – 
Asking relevant questions 
and using different types of 
scientific enquiries to 
answer them.  
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·        Adverbial - How 
·        Simile  
10. Magenta bird  (SS9) 
·        Noun phrase 
·        Adverbial / Pathetic Fallacy 
·        Dialogue x 3 / Exclamation 
marks 

Week 3 
21.09.26 

Hermelin 
11.Hermelin the detective 
mouse Take Two! 
12 But who, exactly, IS 
Hermelin?’ - prediction and 
inference  
13.. Should I Stay or Should 
I Go?! - Narrative features - 
dilemma 
14. The Mystery of the 
Missing Moggies. Narrative: 
sequel. 
15. When I Look in the 
Mirror - developing inference 
opportunities  
 

Journey 
11.. Zeppelin  (SS10) 
·        Onomatopoeia 
·        Action / Simile 
Noticing / Adjectives  
12.. Men chasing bird  (SS11) 
·        Precise verbs 
·        Feelings 
·        Imagining / Rhetorical Question 
13.. Bird captured  (SS12) 
·        Antonyms 
·        Precise Verb / Simile 
·        Subordinate conjunction / 
Adverbials 
14. Narrative Map 
  
15. Planning an independent write 

Penpals (2) 
Introducing 
diagonal join from b 
and p, no ascender: 
bu, bi, be, pu, pi, pe 
 
 

Unit 1: Place value - 4-digit 
numbers 
 
Step 11-Compare numbers 
to 10,000 
  
Step 12-Order numbers to 
10,000 
  
Step 13-Roman numerals 
  
Step 14-Round to the 
nearest 10 
  
Step 15-Round to the 
nearest 100 
 

Group and classify living 
things 
 
Step 3 Classification keys 
(Animals) 
 
• Explore and use 
classification keys to help 
group, identify and name a 
variety of living things in 
their local and wider 
environment.  
 
Working scientifically – 
Gathering, recording, 
classifying and presenting 
data in a variety of ways to 
help in answering questions.  

Week 4  
28.09.26 

Hermelin 
16. Review and reflect - 
What did it take to become a 
detective? 
17.  Review and reflect- The 
big ideas (Hermelin) 
18  Review and reflect- 
Celebrating unsung heroes 
19. Hermelin the Unsung 
Hero! 
Writing an ‘Unsung Hero 
Award’ nomination for 
Hermelin. 

Journey 
16. Planning an independent write  
17 Independent Write 
  
18. Independent Write 

  
19 Editing 
 
20. Re-drafting 
 

Penpals (3) 
Introducing 
diagonal join from p 
and b to an 
anticlockwise letter: 
pa, po, ps, ba, bo, 
bs 
 

Unit 1: Place value 
Step 16-Round to the 
nearest 1,000 
  
Step 17-Round to the 
nearest 10, 100 or 1,000 
  
End of Unit check 
 
  
Unit 2: Addition and 
Subtraction 

Group and classify living 
things 
 
Step 4 Group Plants  
 
• Recognise that living 
things can be grouped in a 
variety of ways.  
 
Working scientifically – Talk 
about criteria for grouping, 
sorting and classifying 
(non-statutory).  
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1.Add and subtract 1s, 10s, 
100s, 1000s 
  
2. Add up to two 4-digit 
numbers-no exchange 
 

Step 5 Classification Keys 
(Plants) 
• Explore and use 
classification keys to help 
group, identify and name a 
variety of living things in 
their local and wider 
environment.  
 
Working scientifically – 
Reporting on findings from 
enquiries, including oral and 
written explanations, 
displays or presentations of 
results and conclusions  

Week 5  
05.10.26 

Escape From Pompeii 
1. Escape! A warm-up game 
to introduce the idea of 
escape  
2. Front Cover Reveal. 
Inference and prediction.  
3. Escape from…? The front 
cover is revealed in sections 
to invite prediction. 
4. Pompeii - Setting the 
Scene. Close looking and 
reading for enjoyment, 
fluency and understanding. 
5. Introducing the Story 
Using strategies to support 
fluency.  
 

Non-chronological report  - Sicily 
  
1.  Find a shape 
2.. Find a shape (2) 
3. Experience (plane trip to Italy) 
4. Experience (Guided tour of Sicily) 
5. Heading & options (SS1) 
·        Alliteration 
·        Adjectives & verbs 
·        Conjunction ‘or’ 
 

Penpals (4) 
Revising parallel 
ascenders and 
descenders: bb, pp  

Unit 2: Addition and 
Subtraction 
3. Add two 4-digit numbers - 
one exchange 
 
4. Add two 4-digit 
number-more than one 
exchange 
  
5. Subtract two 4-digit 
numbers - no exchange 
  
6.Subtract two 4-digit 
numbers - one exchange 
  
7.Subtract two 4-digit 
numbers - more than one 
exchange 
 

Group and classify living 
things 
 
Data Collection A  
 
• Explore and use 
classification keys to help 
group, identify and name a 
variety of living things in 
their local and wider 
environment.  
 
Working scientifically – 
Gathering, recording, 
classifying and presenting 
data in a variety of ways to 
help in answering questions.  
 
Analyse Data  
Working scientifically – 
Recording findings using 
simple scientific language, 
drawings, labelled diagrams, 
keys, bar charts and tables  
 
End of unit assessment  
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Week 6  
12.10.26 

Escape From Pompeii 
6. A Day in the Life. 
Characterisation. 
7. Thought Tracking. 
Character Inference. 
8. Welcome to Pompeii. 
Narrative features:setting.  
9. ‘Then Something 
Happened…’ Language 
features:Phrasing. Narrative 
features: Suspense. 
10. Pompeii - Setting the 
Scene. Close looking and 
reading for enjoyment, 
fluency and understanding.  

Non-chronological report  - Sicily 
6. Heading & overview (SS2) 
·        Evocative language 
·        Question 
·        Chatty reply 
7. Heading & weather (SS3) 
·        Simile 
·        Metaphor 
·        Personification & dialogue 
8. Experience Lesson-Italian foods 
9 Heading & eating out (SS4) 
·        Adjectives & verbs 
·        Verb starter 
·        Slogan 
10. Heading & interesting sights 
(SS5) 
·        Symbolism 
·        Simile 
·        Relative clause 

Penpals (5) 
Break letters: x, z  

Unit 2: Addition and 
Subtraction 
 
8.Efficient subtraction 
 
9.Estimate answers 
  
10.Checking strategies 
  
End of unit check 
  
Consolidation  

States of matter 
 
Step 1 Explore Solids, 
Liquids and Gases  
• Compare and group 
materials together, 
according to whether they 
are solids, liquids or gases.  
 
Working scientifically – Talk 
about criteria for grouping, 
sorting and classifying 
(non-statutory).  
 
Step 2 - Think differently 
Solids, Liquids and Gases 
 
• Compare and group 
materials together, 
according to whether they 
are solids, liquids or gases.  
Working scientifically – 
Identifying differences, 
similarities or changes 
related to simple scientific 
ideas.  

Week 7  
19.10.26 

Escape From Pompeii 
11. Introducing the Story 
Using strategies to support 
fluency. 
12. Vocabulary Journal. 
13.  A Day in the Life. 
Characterisation. 
14. Thought Tracking. 
Character Inference. 
15. Dear Diary. Writing in 
Role. 
 

Non-chronological report  - Sicily 
 
11. Experience (research 
Formentera)  
12. Planning an independent write 
14. Planning an independent write 
 
15. Independent Write 

  
16. Editing  

Penpals (6) 
Spacing in common 
exception words 
 

Unit 3: Measure - area 
1. What is area? 
  
2. Measuring area using 
squares 
  
3. Count squares 
  
4. Make shapes 
  
5. Compare area 
 

States of matter 
 
Step 3 - Change States  
 
Observe that some 
materials change state when 
they are heated or cooled, 
and measure or research 
the temperature at which 
this happens in degrees 
Celsius (°C).  
Working scientifically – 
Asking relevant questions 
and using different types of 
scientific enquiries to 
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answer them.  

HALF TERM 

Week 8  
02.11.26 

The White Fox 
1. What Would You Do? 
Immersive hook - text to 
world discussion 
2.Seattle to Alaska 
Immersive hook - building 
background knowledge, 
using graphic organisers 
3. Research: Arctic Fox 
Immersive hook - picture 
reveal, discussion and 
dialogue. 
4. ‘’They say the eyes are 
the window to the soul.’ 
Reading aloud, fluency: 
echo reading 
5. The Day the Fox Came 
Using graphic organisers 
 

Float 
1. Class boat building . 
  
2. Boy makes paper boat (SS1) 
·        Using repetition for effect 
·        Feelings 
·        Noticing 
  
3. Independent Writing. Mini write. 
  
4. Racing into a storm (SS2) 
·        Precise verb 
·        Simile 
Onomatopoeia  

Penpals 
Assessment  

Unit 5: Multiplication and 
division (1) 
1. Multiples of 3 
  
2. Multiply and divide by 6 
  
3. 6 times-table and division 
facts 
  
4. Multiply and divide by 9 
  
5. 9 times-table and division 
facts  

States of matter 
 
Step 4 Use equipment 
 
• Observe that some 
materials change state when 
they are heated or cooled, 
and measure or research 
the temperature at which 
this happens in degrees 
Celsius (°C).  
 
Working scientifically – 
Making systematic and 
careful observations and, 
where appropriate, taking 
accurate measurements 
using standard units, using a 
range of equipment, 
including thermometers and 
data loggers.  

Week 9  
09.11.26 

The White Fox 
6. Sol: Circle of Life 
Improvisation and prediction 
7. Dad. Looking at event’s 
from Sol’s dad’s point of 
view.  
8. ‘No one’s going to shoot 
your fox, boy.’ Readers 
theatre. Close reading’ 
9. Road Trip Using graphic 
organisers and making 
connections. 
10. Coming Home Managing 
discussions, asking 
questions, explanation and 
personal responses 

Float 
6. Rain stops play (SS3) 
·        Adverbial & Verb 
·      Personification 
·        Feelings 

  
7. The launch & puddle-jumping  
(SS4) 
Conjunction/Complex sentence 
·        Alliteration 
·        Repetition for effect 
8. Speeding away  (SS5) 
·        Action & preposition 
·        Rhetorical question 

Penpals (7) 
Consistent size of 
letters  

Unit 5: Multiplication and 
division (1) 
  
6. The 3, 6 and 9 
times-tables 
  
7. Multiply and divide by 7 
  
8. 7 times-table and division 
facts 
9. 11 and 12 times-tables 
and division facts 
  
10. Multiply by 1 and 0  

States of matter 
 
Step 5 Plan melting 
experiment 
 
• Observe that some 
materials change state when 
they are heated or cooled, 
and measure or research 
the temperature at which 
this happens in degrees 
Celsius (°C).  
 
Working scientifically – 
Setting up simple practical 
enquiries, comparative and 
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·        Expanded noun phrase 
9. A sorrowful search  (SS6) 
·        Simile 
·        Possessive apostrophes 
·        Dialogue 
10. Dreams down the drain (SS7) 
·        Complex sentence 
·        Relative clause 
       Simile  

fair tests  

Week 10  
16.11.26 

The White Fox 
11. Literature Circles Drama 
strategies - specs between 
12. Summarising the Story 
Using dictionaries 
13. Space Between Drama 
strategies - ritual, zone of 
relevance. 
14,  Investigating 
Vocabulary:Wild Text 
marking, language 
investigation. 
15. Releasing the Fox 
Discussion and dialogue, 
summarising.  

Float 
11. Sunken spirits  (SS8) 
·        Conjunction/Inner thought 
·        Pathetic Fallacy 
·        Repetition for effect 
  
12. Home and dry  (SS9) 
·        Repetition for effect 
·        Dialogue 
·        Fronted adverbial 
  
13. Narrative Map 
  
14. Planning 
  
15. Independent write  

Penpals (8) 
Relative size of 
capitals  

Unit 5: Multiplication and 
division (1) 
11. Divide by 1 and itself 
  
12. Multiply three numbers 
 
Consilidation 
 
 

States of matter 
 
Step 6 Investigate melting 
experiment  
 
• Observe that some 
materials change state when 
they are heated or cooled, 
and measure or research 
the temperature at which 
this happens in degrees 
Celsius (°C).  
 
Working scientifically – 
Gathering, recording, 
classifying and presenting 
data in a variety of ways to 
help in answering questions.  

Week 11  
23.11.26 

Walter Tull’s Scrapbook 
1. Who could this be? 
Immersive hook - discussion 
and dialogue 
 
2. A hero of Our Time. 
Answering a range of 
questions 
3. Front Cover Clues 
Looking for information 
about Walter Tull using the 
front cover.  

Float 
  
16. Independent write 
  
17. Editing 
Once Upon a Raindrop 
  
1.Find a shape 
  
2. Find a shape 

 Unit 6 - Multiplication and 
Division (2) 
 
1. Factor pairs 
 
2. Multiply and divide by 10  
 
3. Multiply and divide by 100  
 
4. Related facts - 
multiplication  
 

States of matter 
 
Step 7 The Water Cycle 
 
Identify the part played by 
evaporation and 
condensation in the water 
cycle and associate the rate 
of evaporation with 
temperature.  
 
Working scientifically – 
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4. Readers Theatre  
 
5.  Walter’s Childhood  
Using drama strategies - 
improvisation 
 

  
3. Changes of state  

5. Related facts - division 
 
 

Identifying differences, 
similarities or changes 
related to simple scientific 
ideas and processes.  

Week 12  
30.11.26 

Walter Tull’s Scrapbook 
6. Readers Theatre  
 
7. Football - Answering a  
range of questions. 
 
8. Marching Off to War 
Using graphic organisers 
and questioning,. 
 
9. To the End Vocabulary: a 
blended approach. 
 
10. What Have We 
Learned? Fluency 
approaches. 
 
 

Once Upon a Raindrop 
  
1. Re-enact Water Cycle 
  
2. Guided Tours 
  
3. Address/Welcome 
  
4. Your Role 
  
5. Journey Start   

Penpals (9) 
Speed and fluency  

Unit 6: Multiplication and 
Division (2) 
  
6.Multiplying a 2-digit 
number by a 1-digit number 
  
7. Multiplying a 3-digit 
number by a 1-digit number 
  
8. Solve multiplication 
problems 
  
9. Basic division 
  
10. Division and remainders  

States of matter 
 
Step 8 Plan evaporation 
experiment 
 
• Identify the part played by 
evaporation and 
condensation in the water 
cycle and associate the rate 
of evaporation with 
temperature.  
 
Working scientifically – 
Asking relevant questions 
and using different types of 
scientific enquiries to 
answer them.  

Week 13  
07.12.26 

Walter Tull’s Scrapbook 
11. Football and Prejudice 
Answering a range of 
questions. 
 
12. The Christmas True          
Questioning and research 
skills. 
 
13. The Christmas Truce: A 
Letter Home Thinking aloud 
and text marking. 
 
14. Readers Theatre. 
  

Once Upon a Raindrop 
  
6. Step Into the Experience 
  
7. Sights 
  
8. Audience Participation 
  
9. Wow Facts 
  
10. Imagine This   

Penpals (10) 
Revising parallel 
ascenders  

Unit 6: Multiplication and 
Division (2) 
  
11. Divide 2-digit numbers 
  
12. Divide 3-digit numbers  
  
13. Correspondence 
problems 
  
14. Efficient multiplication 
  
15. End of unit check  

States of matter 
 
Step 9 Investigate 
evaporation experiment  
 
• Identify the part played by 
evaporation and 
condensation in the water 
cycle and associate the rate 
of evaporation with 
temperature. 
 
Working scientifically – 
Making systematic and 
careful observations and, 
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15. Walter’s Heroic Qualities 
Biography Research skills 
 

where appropriate, taking 
accurate measurements 
using standard units, using a 
range of equipment, 
including thermometers and 
data loggers.  

Week 14  
14.12.26 

Walter Tull’s Scrapbook 
16. A Televised News 
Report Answering a range of 
questions. 
  
17. A Suitable Epitaph 
Summarising. 
  
18. Racism in Football 
Today  Fluency approaches. 
  
19. Readers Theatre 
  
20. Should Walter Tull Have 
Been Awarded the Military 
Cross? Answering a range 
of questions  

Once Upon a Raindrop 
  
11. Planning 
  
12. Planning 
  
13. Independent Write 
  
14. Independent Write 
  
15. Editing 
 

Penpals (11) 
Revising parallel 
ascenders  

Unit 7: Measure - Length 
and perimeter 
1. Measure in km and m 
  
2. Perimeter on a grid 
  
3. Perimeter of a rectangle 
  
4. Perimeter of rectilinear 
shapes 
  
5. Find missing lengths in 
rectilinear shapes  

Consolidation 
 
States of Matter 
 
End of unit assessment  

 


