
Medium Term Planning 2026 - 2027 - Autumn Term 2026  
Core Curriculum Areas - Autumn Term 2026 - Year 5 

 

Week / 
Curriculum 

Area 

Reading / Early Reading Writing Handwriting  Maths Science  

Week 1  
07.09.26 

Curiosity 
Hook 

1.​ Visiting the Labs 
To introduce the ‘feel’ of 
Curiosity through a guided 
visualisation. 
 
Orientation 

2.​ What is a Rover? 
To establish the concept of 
space exploration and the use 
of rovers in this. 
 
First Encounters 

3.​ Cover and Endpapers 
Look closely at the detail of the 
cover and endpapers 
 
 

4.​ Questioning a 
Nonfiction Text 

 

The Present- Narrative 
 
1. Experience- To experience a 
computer game versus an 
outdoor activity. 
 
2. Engrossed in war: sound + 
colon, onomatopoeia, relative 
clause. 
 
3. An interruption: time 
adverbial, dialogue, prefixes. 
 
4. Daylight and disappointment: 
metaphor, subordinating 
conjunctions, brackets 

Beginning of unit check. Number and Place Value 
Step 1. Read Roman numerals 
to 1000 (M) and recognise 
years written in Roman 
numerals. 
 
Step 2. Numbers to 10,000 
 
Step 3. Numbers to 100,000 
 
Step 4. Numbers to 1,000,000 
 
Step 5. Read and write 
numbers to 1,000,000 

Forces 
 
Step 1 Friction 

Week 2  
14.09.26 

Curiosity 
5.​ Naming the Rover 

Develop and appreciate 
vocabulary choices 
 
 

6.​ Plan to Prepare! 
Finding and categorising details 
of information 
 
 

7.​ Launch and Journey 
Explore a process through 
Drama 
 

8.​ Many Questions 
Use diagrams to find how 

The Present- Narrative 
 
5. Experience- To explore ideas 
for the mystery present in the 
Story. 
 
6. Mini Independent write- 
persuasive- positive and 
negatives of games/ screens. 
  
7. Mini Independent write- 
persuasive- positive and 
negatives of games/ screens.  
 
8. Opening the box: modal 
verbs, comparative to 
superlative, feelings. 

1. Introducing sloped writing in 
letter families 

Number and Place Value 
Step 6 Powers of 10 
 
Step 7 
10/100/1,000/10,000/100,000 
more or less 
 
Step 8 Partition numbers to 
1,000,000 
 
Step 9 Number line to 
1,000,000 
 
Step 10 Compare and order 
numbers to 100,000 

Forces 
 
Step 2 Air resistance 
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scientists might answer their 
questions 

 
9. Experience- To experience 
meeting a puppy. 

Week 3 
21.09.26 

Curiosity 
Digging Deeper 
 

9.​ The Voice of a Rover 
Exploring the emotional 
qualities of the ‘voice’ of 
Curiosity 
 
 

10.​ Impressions 
Establishing the effect a 
character’s voice has on the 
reader. 
 
 

11.​ The Wor(l)d of 
Science. 

Developing understanding and 
connections between particular 
words 
 

12.​ Timelines 
Presenting information in a 
linear form 
 

13.​ How far? How big? 
Contextualising the distances 
measured in the book Curiosity 
 

The Present- Narrative 
 
10. New friend: noticing/sights, 
simile, adverbs 
 
11. An imperfection: touch, 
smell, metaphor 
 
12. Rejected: verb + adverb, 
dialogue, dash 
 
13. Mini Independent Write- 
what happened next?  
 
14. Persistent puppy- complex 
sentence, onomatopoeia, 
cohesive devices. 

2. Practising sloped writing: 
diagonal join to ascender.  

Number and Place Value 
 
Step 11 Compare and order 
numbers to 1,000,000 
 
Step 12 Round to the nearest 
10, 100 or 1,000 
 
Step 13 Round within 100,000 
 

Forces 
 
Step 3 Plan a parachute 
experiment 
 

Week 4  
28.09.26 

Curiosity 
Review and Reflect 
 

14.​ Themes 
Establishing key themes 
 
The House Held up by Trees 
Hook 
 

1.​ A House Held Up by 
Trees 

Exploring the title and front 
cover. 

The Present- Narrative 
 
15. Ben relents and his world 
opens up- action, dialogue, 
imagery. 
 
16. Independent writing- 
planning  
 
17. Independent writing- 
planning  
 
18. Independent writing 

3. Practising sloped writing: 
diagonal join, no ascender.  

Addition & Subtraction 
 
Step 14 Round within 
1,000,000 
 
End of unit assessment 
 
Step 1 Mental strategies 
 
Step 2 Add whole numbers with 
more than four digits 
 
Step 3 Subtract whole numbers 

Forces 
 
Step 4 Investigate air 
resistance 
 
Step 5 Evaluate an 
investigation 
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Orientation 
 

2.​ Can A House Held Up 
by Trees? 

Devising questions from the 
front cover. 
 

3.​ ‘And Then There 
Came a Day…’ 

Using picture reveal to learn 
about character emotion. 
 
First Encounters 

4.​ Looking 
Re-reading the story to find 
new details. 

 
19. Independent writing 

with more than four digits 
 
 

Week 5  
05.10.26 

The House Held up by Trees 
 

5.​ Introducing A House 
Held Up by Trees. 

Reading the story aloud and 
recording personal response. 
 

6.​ ‘There were two 
children…’ 

Using the senses to support 
visualisation. 
 

7.​ ‘And then there came 
a day…’ 

Using Readers Theatre to 
support prosody. 
 

8.​ An Echo Among the 
Trees 

Using echo reading to support 
fluent reading. 
 
Digging Deeper 

9.​ Can a House Be a 
Character? 

Exploring the house as a 
character in the story. 
 

20. Editing 
 
Mars Transmission- 
Recount 
 
1.Experience lesson- Mars 
Investigation 
 
2. Experience lesson- Invented 
technical 
space language 
 
3.Experience lesson- Look at 
recounts 

4. Practising sloped writing: 
diagonal join to an 
anticlockwise letter.  

Addition & Subtraction 
 
Step 4 Round to check answers 
 
Step 5 Inverse operations 
(addition and subtraction) 
 
Step 6 Multi-step addition and 
subtraction problems 
 
Step 7 Compare calculations 
 
 

Forces 
 
Step 6 Plan an investigation 
into water resistance 
 
Step 7 Investigate water 
resistance 
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Week 6  
12.10.26 

The House Held up by Trees 
10.​ Character Illustration 

Using the illustrations to make 
inferences about the father. 
 

11.​ Waving 
Investigating Tier 2 vocabulary. 
 
 

12.​ Who is to Blame? 
Looking at the reasons why the 
house ends up being held up 
by trees. 
 

13.​ ‘They held it together 
as if it was a bird’s 
nest in the fingers of 
their branches.’ 

Close study of figurative 
language. 
 
Review and Reflect 
 

14.​ Which is Stronger, the 
House or the Tree? 

Using statement cards to 
explore key themes. 

Mars Transmission- 
Recount 
 
4. Find the shape (look at 
recount and match the shapes 
to the recount) 
 
5. Heading, Question 
 
6. 4Ws (who, where, when, 
what) 
 
7. Event 
 
8. Conclusion 

5. Practising sloped writing: 
horizontal join to ascender. 

Step 8 Find missing numbers 
 
End of unit assessment 
 
Multiplication & Division A 
 
Step 1 Multiples 
 
Step 2 Common multiples 
 
Step 3 Factors 
 

Forces 
 
Step 8 Explore gravity 

Week 7  
19.10.26 

A Dollop of Ghee and a Pot of 
Wisdom 
Hook 
 

1.​ The Case of the 
Missing Chocolate! 

Introduce the idea of 
judgement, justice and 
reparation with this staged 
investigation. 
 
Orientation 

2.​ What do You Know 
About India? 

An introductory, activity pooling 
children’s knowledge and 
experience. 
 

3.​ Welcome to Himtuk! 

Mars Transmission- 
Recount 
 
9. Planning 
 
10. Planning 
 
11. Independent writing 
 
12. Independent writing 
 
13. Editing 
 
12. Editing 

6. Practising sloped writing: 
horizontal join, no ascender.  

Multiplication & Division A 
 
Step 4 Common factors 
 
Step 5 Prime numbers 
 
Step 6 Square numbers 
 
Step 7 Cube numbers 
 
Step 8 Multiply by 10, 100 and 
1,000 

Forces 
 
Step 9 Use smaller forces for 
greater effects 
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Explore the setting of the story 
First Encounters 

4.​ Introducing the Court 
of King Bheema 

Looking at the cover and first 
few pages and asking 
questions 
 

5.​ Twists and Turns 
A first reading for enjoyment 
and establishing literal 
understanding 

HALF TERM 

Week 8  
02.11.26 

A Dollop of Ghee and a Pot of 
Wisdom 
 

6.​ The Missing Laddus 
A first reading for enjoyment 
and to establish literal 
understanding and fluency. 
 

7.​ Trickster! 
A first reading to enjoyment and 
to understand how humour 
affects the meaning of the story. 
 

8.​ A Just Ruler 
A first reading for enjoyment 
and exploring the concept of 
justice and justice. 
 

9.​ Make a Mini Comic 
Book 

Retell your favourite story from 
the collection as a graphic and 
share it with a younger child. 

Text- One Small Step 
 
1.Modal verbs, Power of 3, 
Complex sentence, 
 
2.Complex sentence,  
Alliterative dialogue, Action  
sentences with a conjunction 
 
3.Experience: To read a picture 
book. 
 
4.Complex sentence- action, 
positive adjectives, Inner 
thoughts 

7. Practising sloped writing: 
horizontal join to an 
anticlockwise letter 

Multiplication & Division A 
 
Step 9 Divide by 10, 100 and 
1,000 
 
Step 10 Multiples of 10, 100 
and 1,000 
 
End of unit assessment 
 
Fractions A 
 
Step 1 Find fractions equivalent 
to a unit fraction 
 
 

Earth and Space 
 
Step 1 The Solar System 
 
 

Week 9  
09.11.26 

A Dollop of Ghee and a Pot of 
Wisdom 
Digging Deeper 
 

10.​ The Transformation of 
Meetaram 

Looking at how events in a 

Text- One Small Step  
 
5.Time adverbial, contrast 
sentences, short sentences for 
impact. 
 
6.Relative clause, Repetition, 

8. Practising sloped writing: 
joining from r.  

Fractions A 
 
Step 2 Find fractions equivalent 
to a non-unit fraction 
 
Step 3 Recognise equivalent 
fractions 

Earth and Space 
 
Step 2 The planets 
 
Step 3 Modelling 
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story shape and change a 
character. 
 

11.​ Points of View 
Exploring the authorial voice 
and thinking about points of 
view 
 

12.​ The Moneylender’s 
House 

How does a setting reflect a 
character? 

complex sentences 
 
7. Experience: failure 
 
8. To plan a diary entry.  
 
9. To write a diary entry.  

 
Step 4 Convert improper 
fractions to mixed numbers 
 
 
 

Week 10  
16.11.26 

A Dollop of Ghee and a Pot of 
Wisdom 
 

13.​ The Mangrove Forest 
and the Market Place 

Use contrasting settings to 
explore antonyms. 
 

14.​ Why are you Blaming 
a Stranger? 

Exploring effective dialogue and 
how it moves a plot along 
 

15.​ Looking at 
Archetypes: Prince 
Veera 

Making inferences about 
character, and thinking about 
the archetype of the hero 
 
Review and Reflect 
 

16.​ Lessons Learned (A 
Dollop of Ghee and a 
Pot of Wisdom) 

A close look at the endings of 
stories 

Text - One Small Step 
 
8.Colons, Model verbs, simile 
 
9.Pathetic fallacy, Repetition for 
effect, complex sentence 
 
10. Experience- Special 
objects- plan a description. 
 
Mini write- description.  
 
11.Metaphor, complex 
sentence, action- complex 
sentence.  

9. Practising sloped writing: 
joining from s 

Fractions A 
 
Step 5 Convert mixed numbers 
to improper fractions 
 
Step 6 Compare fractions less 
than 1 
 
Step 7 Order fractions less than 
1 
 
 

Earth and Space 
 
Step 4 Motion of the Earth and 
Planets 

Week 11  
23.11.26 

Varmints 
 
Hook 
 

1.​ Please look after my 
treasure 

Text- One Small Step 
 
12. ly adverb, inner thought, 
positive adjectives. 
  
13. Planning- narrative map. 

 10. End of term check.  Fractions A 
 
Step 8 Compare and order 
fractions greater than 1 
 
Step 9 Add and subtract 

Earth and Space 
 
Step 5 The Solar System - 
ideas over time 
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An intriguing hook and 
introduction to the book 
 
Orientation 
 

2.​ What IS a Varmint? 
Defining the word varmint to be 
returned to after reading the 
story. 
 
First Encounters 
 

3.​ Untouched Nature 
An introduction to setting and 
mood. 
 

4.​ The OTHERS 
In this lesson the children 
become familiar with the 
OTHERS and what they stand 
for. 
 

5.​ Changing Mood 
Exploring the shift in mood that 
comes with the arrival of the 
OTHERS and how this is 
conveyed through illustration. 
 

 
14. Planning success criteria 
 
15. Write- Same plot- different 
interests.  
 
16. Editing 

fractions with the same 
denominator 
 
Step 10 Add fractions within 1 

Week 12  
30.11.26 

Varmints 
 

6.​ It Was Time! 
Making inferences about a 
character’s thoughts and 
feelings. 
 

7.​ ‘There came the 
sound of bees’ 

Reading the complete story and 
sharing personal responses. 
 

8.​ Digging Deeper 
The OTHERS – What’s the 
Motive? 
Considering the motives of the 
less sympathetic characters. 
 

Refugees: An issue for 
society- speech/ report 
 
1. Find a shape: To introduce 
the speech shape. To pair 
sentences with the associated 
shapes to 
construct a complete speech 
 
2. Experience- To read a 
refugee’s story and explore 
through drama. To research 
refugeeism and the personal 
experiences of refugees. 
 
3. Question / Overarching Idea 
/ 
Personal Anecdote 

Consolidation week 
 
Practising sloped writing: 
diagonal join to ascender.  
 
Practising sloped writing: 
diagonal join, no ascender. 

Fractions A 
 
Step 11 Add fractions with total 
greater than 1 
 
Step 12 Add to a mixed number 
 
Step 13 Add two mixed 
numbers 

Earth and Space 
 
Step 6 Planet Earth 
 
Step 7 Night and Day 
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9.​ The Buildings 

Scratched the Sky 
Considering the importance of 
word choice. 
 

10.​ The Varmints: 
Emotional Journey 

Charting the emotional journey 
of the main character. 

 
4. Timeline: Precise verbs 
(negative) Alliteration (negative) 
Time adverbial 
 
5. Impact on the individual: 
Simile 
Negative adjectives, Relative 
clause 

Week 13  
07.12.26 

Varmints 
 

11.​ The Day I Had Been 
Waiting For 

Writing from the point of view of 
the Varmint 
 

12.​ Retelling the Story – 
Planning a Film 
Version 

Identifying key narrative 
episodes and considering the 
effectiveness of different 
narrative order 
 

13.​ Tell Me Another… 
Using the premise of the story 
to write a new story 

Refugees: An issue for 
society- speech/ report 
 
6. Questions and answers: 
Question & answer, Pronoun 
openers & modal verb 
 
7. Vision: Simile (vision) Belief 
1 (community), Belief 2 
(homes) 
 
8. Quotes:  
 
9. Big finish: Imperative verb & 
ellipsis, Colon & commas in a 
list 
Subjunctive form 

Consolidation week 
 
Practising sloped writing: 
diagonal join to an 
anticlockwise letter.  
 
Practising sloped writing: 
horizontal join to ascender. 

Fractions A 
 
Step 14 Subtract fractions 
 
Step 15 Subtract from a mixed 
number 
 
Step 16 Subtract from a mixed 
number - breaking the whole 

Earth and Space 
 
Step 8 The Moon 
 

Week 14  
14.12.26 

Varmints 
 
Review and Reflect 
 

14.​ Fable 
Is Varmints a fable? 
 
 

15.​ ‘There was once…’ 
Using language as a cue for 
thinking about genre. 
 

16.​ Making More Noise, 
Listening Less 

A text to world discussion about 
the idea of too much noise and 
not enough listening. 

Refugees: An issue for 
society- speech/ report 
 
Plan writing 
 
Independent write 
 
Edit and improve 

Consolidation week 
 
Practising sloped writing: 
horizontal join, no ascender.  
 
Practising sloped writing: 
horizontal join to an 
anticlockwise letter 

Fractions A 
 
Step 17 Subtract two mixed 
numbers 
 
End of unit assessment 

Global Warming 
 
Step 1 What is global 
warming? 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 2 What are the impacts of 
global warming on living things 
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